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historical personage. The story of His
life is well known, and in the current
Indian accounts the birth-story is simple
and human. But in the Chinese account
He is born of a virgin, Mayadevi, the
archaic myth finding in Him a new
Hero.

Williamson also tells us that fires were
and are lighted on the 25th December
on the hills among Keltic peoples, and
these are still known among the Irish and
the Scotch Highlanders as Bheil or Baal-
tinne, the fires thus bearing the name of
Bel, Bal, or Baal, their ancient Deity, the
Sun-God, though now lighted in honour
of Christ.1

Rightly considered, the Christmas
festival should take on new elements of
rejoicing and of sacredness, when the
lovers of Christ see in it the repetition of
an ancient solemnity, see it stretching all
the world over, and far, far back into dim
antiquity ; so that the Christmas bells are
ringing throughout human history, and
sound musically out of the far-off night of
time. Not in exclusive possession, but in
*Ibid. pp. 36, 37.